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25X14 L. US Information Hodis: 
— 25X1 ¢.° "Voice of Americas 


25X1 (1) The "Voice of Arerica” could be i on a power- 
ful American radio set capable of picking up short-wave broad- 
casts. This eliminates from the "Voice of America” audience the 
average Russian, who, imagining he ows a radio set, possesses in 
reality only an earphone or loudspeaker connected to a central 
government-controlled broadcasting system. Short-wave radio sets 
is Ruseia are owned only by successful professional people, rank- 
ing government officials, and black marketeera. it follows, how 
ever, that, although the audience for the "Voice of fmerica " 4g 
ommll, ite infivence ts out of proportion to its aise. — 


25X1 , 

(2)L_____lortticised only the occasional talks on American denocracy. 
25X1 These » couched in very general terms, took no account of Rus- 
eee aian ignorance of Anerican democracy and hance wore easily distorsed 

ty Soviet propamndists, Specifically, an article hy 
25X1 * Diya Esrenturg tn which Ehren made a telling eriti- 
cign of such a broadcast. most Seviet 
vo. 09 citizens with mdieu consider Thorsslves fully informed on American 
Geena Anse -  Gemecrecy through Soviet broadcasts; their greatest interest ig in 
: ‘ 


concrete and homely aspects of life in the United States. Ruseians 
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2. 


3. 


b. 


(1) The effectivoness of the rngazine Averike {te out of all propor- 
tion to its cironlation of 50,000 copies per month. Each copy, 


seed from hand to hand, is reod with unbelievable interest. 
ae ragasine could be sold on the 
black rarint for f rubloa a coy, or ton dollars at the then 
ofMefal rate of sxchangs. 


(2) Bvery detail about dpordin arousea outspoken admiration ~ not 
only the contents but also the formt, the quality of tho paper 
stook, and the colored Mlinstrations. 

an Anericon[|  —s_—sbroudté tho latest copy of 

epital, where readinz matter was noither avall- 
able nor suthoriged. Accidentally seen ty another patient, the 
napasine immadiately becone the object of visits from dozens of 
patients, nurses, dootors, and hospital employees. When attend 
onte entered or feft tho room, they would invariably go over and 
stroke tho magusine, aimrly as tf enjoyins the rich smoothness of 


the paper. | 


(3) Russians are captivated most intensely by the thriller stories 
appearing in Anerdica, and tho inclusion of crime stories has 
added to the altosathor incredible appeal of the magazine. 


Exee Mazin’ and Curmoncrs 


Re 


b. 


Free Market: Although products when permitted ta be sold on the Soviet 
"froe market” wore controlled only by supply and demand, cartain itens 
wero not permitted on the free market at all, This did not prevent o 
lively trade in the prohibited articles; and ration cards, in particu 
lar, wore bought and sold in avbstantial quantities. Because of the 
prohibitive price in rubles, ceany goods wre tartered rather than sold. 


: Becauso of the extrene difficulties encountered by a Sovict 
citizen in atterrtin« to dispose of foreisn currenay and the Draconian 
‘measures taken against violaters of currency remilations, there is com 
paratively little trade in foreim currency. This na-es it all the nore 
difficult for forviemers uho aro not nonbers of the diploratic service to 
exist tn Russie. Until 1947, news corresponmionts ware cranted the diplo- 
matic exchange rate of twelve rubles to the dollar and could yey for thoir 
cable dispatches at that rate. From 1947 on , correspondents were voquired 
to maintain a deposit of sufficient rubles converted at the rato 
to cover the coat of their cables. By thica movo,the enable bili of a cor- 
respondent formerly averazing a was fired to an average of 3960. 


Contacte vith Foreicaaxa: 


a. 


b, 


Journalistic Contacts: Newspaper msn, exeept corraspondents of Communist 
nawspapersa, are on the black list of Sovist authorities, and their troubles 
grow progregsively worse. A journalist who, during and just after the wr, 
was in frequent friendly contact with such Soviet writers as Shrenburg and 
Toistey now finds it alsost impossible to maintain even ninimm contacts. 
Thoge with whom he used to ba on friendly terms no lonser come to hin house, 
and confine thensclves to formal politensss when unavoidably throw int. 
contact with hin. 


daolation.of Vepternares the number of Soviet persons 
conaidered absolitely loya extrenely amall and C— Ithe 


government dares not risk oontsmination o1 its staff by exposing it to 
westerners. This is not a matter of principle, but a practical considara- 
tion dictated by fear that proximity of western citizens to Soviet nationals 
might undermine ths loyalty of tho latter, 
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4. Confosndty and Recisantatlegs 


25X1 e, the WO en tio wreresslon of Digaffogtion: | |rocent 
best doliora a abeiftected Soviet citizens (Kravehenke’s 2 Ghose 
5X1 Freeige; Rernine’ One lho Surviyad) give a partially wrong inprasion 


of all-pormdins erniseioence and offiaiency on the part of the VD. 
The unrelonsine visilanec of the °VD affeate 
ehtofly the urper crust of officials ani orecutivec, leaving the 
Little peosle rer: or less unaware of tis viailanos, ruthiosonisa, and 
activicies. The shirledegres methods socrited to the 2VD would leave 
the avorica Soviet citisen ineredulous or arused, socauss tho oro 
wnelming najerity of the psople have no contact with tha 5, Koavox- 
thelesa, tho fecr -f attrietineg unfavorablo offfetal ettention 1s oven 
stronger thin in nsi Germany. dr “Arygen" German ovroned to the Mazi 
romime could exiat undor Hitler as lony as he did vot display omn 
hostility, cut in the USER At would bo imnossdbia, Any oopicion of 
antagconion to the Cormunist Party, or oven of nonconfornity with cur 


25X1 rent trands, coomz ons to swift, mire mrrieals, [7 «(30 exe 
ample of an junerinnt orchestra conductor in Meseoyv, an old frigrdé of 
25X1 Sevtel Xousszevita'e:, The latter 


askad that c cif of comniote cranin7 


25X1 eolleaimioa thers, 
25X1 

A +o Anazingiy, the coniluctor begeec that. 
25X11 4% be talon back, nithouva deaply touch 

[and adv: vein it vould ba avery mluable addition to tide rro- 

25X11 fesoional uardrebs. Me confessed thas for any rusfedan to idersify 
pes hirgolf with aAzortean clothes wuld at ones incure tue grawost rise. 
rene b, Yotdne: Althouch come citisens my be yaits sincere in thoir loyalty 


ta the roging, the alnost unaninaus votes caat in favor of Stviin and 
5X4 other manbers of sha fovormment are no proof, dating other than 4 
unanimous vote wuld be out of the question. There are, in the Sirst 
Place, no conpstin’ candidates, and the moat the voter could do inside 
the voting sooth «wuld be to cross out a namo or to tear the ballot to 
invalidate 1t. Secondly, the voter would find it impossible to stay 
away from tho polis unobtrusively. “hother living in a city or 4 villas. 
gveroroialing rakes privacy out of the questioh. Voting rrecincta aro very 
amall; and, since other voters fron the precinct sould fear the recults: of 
lecs than 100% xvepresentation_at the polls, they would notice and roport 
any abstention from voting, Tic, the universal pressure of fear, and 
not loyalty, accounts for the elmractariatie absence of digacnt in USSR 
voting. 


ec. Gonforuity tn Amk: ‘ 


{1) In such an atmosyhers of repression, creativo artistic rrodcctizns 
are doomed to nodiecrity, Stara rerSormances in Moscow 


5X4 [ave technfeally superior to those in America. Coctundss, 
scenory, and rroduction are fins Uw any standards, The content of 
25X14 aig productions. however, beine roanired to reflest Soviet ideolovy, 


5 asathetierLy valualess, 


ig} ‘ihe trend 4g especialy apparcnt in literature, e flLold for x<iicn 
students area sulectad fox tneir arvicolatesesss eniy. Creative 
iraoination or dearth of thoucht ara not assets; with ideas und 
na losarny, 4nevired by hirher authorities, all that is raqrired 
é 8 8 runaing pen. This does not mean aach writer ic prosented in 
advanes vith an outline of his next book, but in practice the 
writers Imow or sense what io required and they confor. 
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5. ASpinistestivo Inefiissency: 


Boploment 


(1) The oxperionces are tyrical. Once, having taught 
achool on a collective farm for some time,[— __—=s—sdpromiaed © 
an agoirwent to a Moseow university. Instead of tha Univer~ 
sity nepimment, a "temporary" assionment in a city in “iboria 


matorialiaed. When this Job lasted indefinttely despite all. pleas, 
[_____|uont without, permission to Moscow and confronted the authori- 
tien there. Although this vee a direct bretch of discipline , there 
was mo action taken{” —C*=édtHCU OF heer administrative 


inefficioncy, 
(2) Jrertteularly impressed, in 1946 and 1947, with tho way 


in whieh overall inefficiency drained sveryone's ambition. Hishor 


positions and advancement woro shunnod, not because of ris of 
involvemont vith the IND but because univereail inefficieney could 
frustrate the begt-laid plans and dom the planmwr. tUntorrrisine 
an] inaginstive persons, knowing they would be unavoidably “orced 
to fallura, diseourprenent, andevertual demotion, profarrsd to 
vogetate in obscure rositions. 


Hognital Conditions:  Weantte FSET False SF GEST eae opioratle 
hos~ital conditions, te ricid rules on sterilisation, for ax 


arple, curssen3s were foresd to incerso thoir hands in fodine for lack 
of ale o hol om usnal anticapties. Inddine from this ani from the ax 
tranaly hich rrice of aleo holde drinks on the froe rarket, aice hol 
mst bo in vory short supply. Patients,on admission to hoapitala arc 
divested of all clothing and loft naked in the drossing rooms. Tho 
littlo clothing they are finally iasvued is 50 tattored that it leaveg 
their nakedness ossontdially unchanrod. 


Daterdoration of Hougines ee ody iap or many 
apartment houses built only years ano, didings new in the 1930's 


were, either throuch Jack of direct personal intereat or because of 
general inefficiency, o11 wapainted and in urgent noed of rerairs, 
Staircases wore dilapitated to the point of danger. 


iarkins Hourat Althouth official working houra for povermen’ officials 
@ 


not axceed oirht, hivher executives will work oniy durdng tue nigut 
hours. This forces the underlings to work not only their own daylicnt 


shift tmt also the nient shift alon: with the boasos. “ns hi-ner execu 
tives take their eve in this aberration from tho leadorsa of the rorime, 


ani tho tmgle coredy re ults in thousands working ali dav and most of 
the nizht because of the whin of a handful, 
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